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QUERY PUT

TO COURT

. Interesting Question
Is Raised Following
Decision that Rich
Grandmother Shall
Be Given Custody of
Little Millicent and
Marion Holliday.

One Million Dollars Versus Love.

That is the perplexing situation .

3. eonfronting Marion Read Holliday,
ﬂlllt. and her sister, Millicent Per-
“ mel Holliday, six.

If they were twenty-one, with full
power of reason amd outside the
control of the courts In the mat-
ter, which would they choose?

Even at their tender, childish

.. Ages they have evinced a keen pref-
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erence for the love they have at-
tained and know rather than for

; the million dollars that may be

theirs and the affection that it re-

- maing for an aged grandmother to

prove.
In the drad, gray drudgery of

. the courts months may pass with-

. out disclosing a single case

that
holds Interest to others than the
litigants. Then suddenly, as in this
instance, there bursts from the

- legal foolscap and the routine mo-

tions of the court a startling, grip-
ping, heartrending situation such
as has torp the emotions of a fam-
lly In New Jersey and two little
children and has ripped the blase
vell from the hearts of the me-
tropolis.
DOLLARS AND LOVE AT GRIPS,
For it ig a case of human inter-

¢ est, a case of humane interest. It

is a case at which dollars and

““ love come to grip, In which doliars
" and law and possible affection have

{ mlone. But, then,

thus far been supreme over love

the old saying

goes that “love will find a way."”
Mrs. Frederick Sherwood, of Fan-

" wood, N. J,, from whom the courts

" Bhe cries out:

HOW BRITAIN TRIED TO BRIBE AFGHANISTAN TO END RUSSIAN PACT
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ment handed to Karl H.
mcuﬂmcmdm

would take the custody of her two
foster children and give them to
their grandmother, Mrs. Susle
Church Holliday, of Flatbush, be-
lileves her love will find a way.

“Isn’'t there something

“ far behind the decision of the courts,
“ is & story of the estrangement of a
mmnm The woman (s

Mra. lulln Church Holliday, wealthy
widow, with a magnificent 600-acre
estate in Pike county, Pa., automo-
biles, servants and all the luxuries
her million-dollar fortune can afford.

The son -was Read Holliday. For
some time he and his mother had
been estranged. So much so that she
did not appear at his funeral when
he dled in 1917, though she now ex-
plains her age prevented her ventur-
ing out even on that solemn occasion
in the storm of that day.

Mrs. Read Holliday did not long
survive her husband. She fell victim
two years ago to the white plague.
On her deathbed, as in her will, she
besought patheticaly that the Sher-
goods, long the friends of her hus-
band and herself, take care of her
two little orphans forever.

The Bherwoods, the facts have
disclosed, are far from Mrs. Holll-
day, sr., in finances. From a clerk-
ship with the Dry Dock Savings In-
stitution, in New York, Sherwood
through promotions, reached the
treasurership. His income is $10,-
000 a year. He has a neat little
cottage In Fanwood and an auto-
mobile.

What he, from his own earnings,
do for the youngsters, would,
urse, be of a moderate na-

ture. But Mrs. Holliday, jr., in the
wisdom of her will, saw to it that
ample funds would be provided for
comfortable rearing, travel, and
education of the children.

She provided for each a trust
fund of $60,000, the Income to be
employed for their maintenance and
education until they attai~ their
majorities, when they shall receive
the principal.

ENTER THE GRANDMOTHER.

Opposed j to this assured life of
comfort is the promise of a grand-
mother who, Mrs. Bherwood avers,
has never even seen her grand-
children. Yet the grandmother in-
sists on their custody and makes
lavish promise that they will in-
herit her fortune, that she will
send them abroad for educational
purposes and furnish them all the
comforts and luxuries her estate
can devise and supply.

When a reporter went to Fan-
wood he found the children romp-
ing happily on the front. They
were calling Sherwood “Father”
and Mrs. Sherwood “Mother.” They
quite evidently had learned, in their
two years in the Bherwood home,
to love their foster parents as
actual parents.

Tears coursed the cheeks of Mrs.
Marianna Sherwood as she said:

“Several years ago Read Holll-
day and his wife took a house in
Fanwood. We became firm friends,
Mrs. Holliday was Miss Marion
Kerns, of Philadelphia.

“Shortly before her death, with a
premonition the end was near, Mra.
Holliday asked me whether my hus-
band and I would take care of her
two bables if anything happened to
her.

*“] Have Positive Proof That the English Mission
at Kabul Proposed to Donmatc Artillery and
Millions of Moncy if Afghanistan Would Re-
pudiate Treaty and Banish Russ Ambassador,”

Says Envoy.

Here {s the tromsiotion of a state-
on Wie-
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By DJEMAL PASHA,
Envey Extraordinary of the
Turkish ocmnt.t'- tlnm‘

of Afghanistan In Kabul

COMMERCIAL TREATY was

signed and exchanged in Lon-
don between the Russian
Boviet representative and the Eng-
lish minister of commerce four or
five months after my arrival in the

, oapital of Afghanistan which, under

ID A

the intelligent direction of the pres-
ent Emir, is making the most meri-
torious efforts to overcome foreign
pressure and political influence.

The newspapers which, while giv-
ing the extracts from the treaty,
published the entire contents of the
note handed to Krassin by Bir R.
Horne at the time of exchanging
the treaties. I was greatly sur-
prised that I was mentioned In this
note.

His majesty the Emir was then

Later, while on = visit to Mos-
cow, my friends asked me if I had
read the note delivered to the Soviet
government on Beptember 7. The
Boviet minister for foreign affairs
must certainly have sald in his
answer to the British note that he
had no relations whatever with me.

I wish to make i\ very clearly un-
derstood to the English government
that I am not acting at Kabul as an
agent of the Boviet government,
and the statement in the note of the
British forelgn office saying that I
recelved from the Boviet govern-
ment & half million to ten millions
of rubles In gold to earry on In Af-
ghanistan and India revolutionary
movements against England is as
devold of foundation as is the char-
aoteristic insinuation of allowances
made to my family,

It is equally untrue that I have
incited the tribes along the north-

seitatives come to me so that I
micht give him instructions. It fs

pendence for their country.
AFGHAN AIMS PEACEFUL.

The English authorities in India
resort to all sorts of measures for
suppressing with fire and blood this
glorious movement of national liber-

l'unluntthu'mm the dis-
armed population, and hundreds of
thousands of brave ' Indlans lke

But all these oruesities will net
destroy the sentiments of national
life and liberty so deeply reoted in
these people. .

At present the consequences of

“We had come to love the chil-
dren dearly. We promised to do
for them all that we could. When
Mrs. Holliday died we took her
children Into our home—as their
mother wished.”

The first shadow in the sunlight:

of the Bherwood home came when,
less than a year ago, the grand-
mother sued in the Brooklyn su-
preme court for possession of the
girls.

Mrs. Bherwood continued:

“Until that time we did not even
know of the elder Mrs. Holliday's
existence. We are sure she never

saw the vables, Ww. awow she d4id
not attend her son’s funeral and
did not attend her daughtern-
law’s funeral. BShe did not even
come to gee her son when he was
sick and dying. I cannot imagine
why she wants these little girls.
“She was estranged, we learned,
for years from her son and daugh-

the great world war, especially as
regards national emancipation of
different peoples, have had very
great repercussion in all countries.

India could not remain insensible
to this great movement. The gov-
ernment Insists that the British
government in India end this state
of affairs. But this latter, unable to
carry out its instructions, is forced
to blame its predicament on causes
outside of India.

It tries to gain time by mccusing,
first, the Afghanistan government,
then the SBoviet government, then
the Angora government agd then
Djemal Pasha, who went into Af-
ghanistan only to place his services
at the disposal of the new Emir.
That i= the explanation.

As long as I stayed in Afghanis-
tan I advised the Emir to follow the

-

terin-law. The girls have had the
best personal care and loving at-
tention we could give. When
Marion and Millicent first came to
us, Marion, the clder, was under-
nourished from improper feading In
spite of her parents’ wealth. Bhe
was six years old then and weighed
only thirty-flve pounds. Even a

policy of peace and good relations
with Boviet Russia, as well as with
England. I found the Emir a con-
vinced partisan of this principle.
BRITISH DUPLICITY.

Afghanistan is resolved to take its
place among the nations of the
world without the tutelage of any for-
elgn government, and it has today all
the means necessary to attain these
ends. The Emir made known his
high aim to the chiefs of the differ-
ent clvilized nations through a mis-
slon which he sent in the spring to
Europe and America.

He prepared for his country new
laws based on modern exigencles
and sent hundreds of young men to
study in Europe and America. It is
this Initiative and this ardent work
of modernization which has wrongly
brought fears to the English govern-

MARION HOLLIDAY

pe=t Nurse had proved incapable of
bringing them up properly.
“Now both children are sturdy

above the average physically. This
has been due entirely to our care.

‘We are evea more careful with

them, because of the sacred trust
veposed in us by their mother, than
we are with our own boy, their con-
stant and happy playmate.

“If their grandmother gets thoee
children they will be the losers.
Thelr grandmother is wealthy. But
she is Incapable, because of her
age, of caring for them personally.
She would have to employ nurses
and governesses again. And paid
nurses had previously beén unable
to bring health to Marion.

“We mean te give Marion and
Milicent everything that normal
American children can get—a good
home, & good time, & good educa-
tion. When they are twenty-one,
each will receive the $60,000 left by
thelr mother in trust. What can
their grandmother give them that
we cannot?

“The children have called us

ment who are now trying to make
these plans fall so as to keep Af-
ghanistan in its backward condition.

The steps undertaken by the Eng-
lish representatives at Riga and
Warsaw to prevent the Afghanistan
Diplomatic Mission from being re-
celved In thess two cities confirm
the English policy. I do not know
if the Soviet government has poll-
cles which conflict with the Engliah
political policies in Afghanistan and
India. I also do not know why, un-
der the terms of the Russian-
Afghanistan treaty, the Soviet gov-
ernment accords material help to
Afghanistan, because this treaty had
been signed befors my arrival at
Kabul.

On the other hand, I have posi-
tive proof that the English Mission
at Kabul made to the Afghanistan

PROMISES HER RICHES.

/'Then she went on to proclaim that
it the children were given to her she
would make them her helresses,
Against this, the Sherwoods pointed
out that Mrs. Holliday has a son and
a daughter living who probably
would contest a will that gave thé
entire estate or the bulk of it to
the grandchildren.

Mrs. Holliday offered to send the
girls to private school, ‘to ocollege,

There, before flve austere justices
in Brooklyn, the same Aarguments
and appeals and emotions were gone
over. The five jurists reserved de-
cision.

Whatever the law, it was a case
of such human interest, and requir-
ing such humane consideration, that
its ultimate disposition must be de-
termined on only after the most de-
liberate weighing of the facts.

PUZZLE FOR SOLOMON.

dren will receive a large fortune if
they are given to their grandmother
and that they may lose it other-

government the following proposi-
tion,

1—A gift to the Afghanistan gev-

MODERN BIG BUSINESS THE GREATEST DRAMA

Ben W. Hooper, Vice-=Chairman of the Railroad
Labor Board, Finds Biggest Human Interest
Stories in “Titantic Conflict of Immeasurable
Social Forces,” Especially in the Dramatic
Hearings He Conducts, with Labor and
Capital Struggling for Supremacy.

By EARL L. SHAUB.
Universal Bervics SWff Correspondent.
HICAGO, Dec. 831, —~What Is the
greatest drama in the world?
In the opinion of Ben W.
Hooper, vice-chalrman of the Rall-
road Labor Board, the big human in-
terest stories of modern life are be-
ing enacted in busineps and industry.

“It s In this fleld,” he told me,
“that we witness the titanic con-
flict of immeasurable soclal forces
and see the herolc struggles of real
men and women."

This former Governor of Tennes-
ses then related how he has been
gripped by the color and intensity
of the labor situation since he be-

*1 shall never forget the gripping
interest of the board's prooceedings
the first time I participated in its
seasions,” he sald. “Coming from a

ger could not distinguish between
the two groups, both being able,
alert and efficlent bodies of men.
PROBLEM AFFECTS ALL.

“At such a meeting we have fo-
cused the paramount labor problem
of the nation, a problem that touches
every man, woman and child in the
country.

“It represents the Government's
experiment, designed to ascertain
whether the differences bewteen the
carriers and employes should be ad-
justed by the orderly process of a
judicial tribuanl, or whether the
poople should continue to suffer the

loss, inconvenience, and misery In-

aoldent to labor disturbances,

“As little as men think eof it, the
ultimate sucoess or fallure of our
free Institutions ls wrapped up in
this question. On the one hand liea
the hepe of sontinued pregress and
proaperity that have always ceme
dmmmdm
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qf industrial demoralization and the
gradual descent into the bedlam of
bolshevism,

“What is more dramatio than
that?"

Mr. Hooper, who I8 considered
President Harding's spokesman on
the board, then corrected a popular
misconception regarding the work-
ing of the board, which is divided
into three groups, one representing
the raliroads, one representing the
unions and one the publie,

“It is commonly balleved,” he
sald, "that the rallroad group al-
ways votes favorably to the roads
and the labor group In the Interest
of the employes, This Ils not ocor-
reot., It happens almost every day
that one or more membars of the
rallroad group votes favorably to
the employes and that representa.
tives of the laber group vete in Ta-
vor of the. comntention of the oar.
riers.

“This ia an It sheuld be, for
these 'men recogmise that they are

i -

and the employes are merely seg-
ments of the public.”

He also commented on the lack
of uniformity of plans and jdeas
among the carriers.

“This particularly interested me
in our work on the shop craft
rules,” he went on. "“On practl-

“It was really & matter of psy-
chology. The tatives of
one road, as it pened, were
somewhat liberal in their wviews.
mmumm-m
more eaxaoting.”
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'SISTERS, 6 AND 8 SPURN $1000,000 FOR FOSTER PARENTS
LOVE; WHAT WOULD THEY DO IF THEY WERE 21 YEARS or.m

SCOFFED AT RICHES
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The five stern jurists took the
pers into their respective chambers,
pondered them deeply, frowned
over the letter of the law as op-
posed to the demand of the heart,
weighed the pros against the cons,
and returned one day last week
to the bench with their minds de-

¥

of the high court that whatever
other considerations ontered into
the heartrending dispute, there re.
mained the law. The law, they held,
dictated to their judicial} consciences
that Marion and Millicent must go to
their grandmother.

It was so ordered.

The decision said:

“In view of the fact that the peti-
tioner is the grandmother of the In-
fants and their own living relative
in this country, axcept an uncle, and
in view of the fact that her means
are amply sufficlent to insure the
proper care, maintenance, and sup-
port of the infants, and the state-
ment in her petition that “it 1a
your petitioner's intention, as well
as that of the petitioner's son, to
make the sald infants their bene-
ficiaries by will,’ we think it is for
the best interest that their custody
be awarded to the petitioner.”

When the interviewer called at the

“WEDON'T

WANT NO
MILLION"

Thus Walls Millicent

and Her Cry Is Echos
ed by Marion the
Elder —Love Wil
Find a Way, Says
Qrieving Mrs. Sher-

Sherwood seemed nervously appre-
hensive that the automoblle drawing
up with the interviewer
somebody come to effect the
ordnlndukothcehﬂm-uaw
CHILDREN SHUN CHANGE.

The Bherwoods want to carry the
fight to the court of appeals. But
the fact that the appeliate division
wWas unanimous in is decision rem-
ders that resort impossible. The
unanimity of the decision made it
“the last court answer to the unique
controversy.

So today Marion and Millicent
are constantly watching through the
window. When the man ipproach-
ing is “Father” they leap forward
with glee. When it is a stranger
they shrink back in fear 'snd dis-
w.

They are too young to realize what
& million dollars mean. But nobody,
however, young, is too young to ap-
preciate what love means. And, as
covers that love is, after wll, the
one big influence in life worth while,
80 thess distraught bables have
learned that love is the greatest
thing their lives thus far have
known.

To others of greater years a mil-
lion dollars might be a handsome
dream. To these tiny chfildren it is
& bugaboo. It is a nightmare that
afflicts them with the torturous
vision of being wrested from the
home they love and from the
“father” and “mother"” who, by two
Years of constant and loving com-
radeship, have been spread on their
memories and heart as the acme of
all that is good in the world.

Marion and Millicent gazed in
silent wonder und sorrow as the in-
terviewer visited. Thelr eyes roved
from their foster parents to the re-
porter, and every once In a whlile,
tearfully pleading, poutingly Insis-
tent, Millicent, the younger of the
two, would wind her arms cling-
ingly around her “mother's” neck
and proclaim:

“Don’t want no million dellars!™

And Marion, equally fervid, would
exclaim:

o. I don’t want no million dol-

National Afghanistan Council Did Not Overlook
the Importance of the English Proposals and
Mct Them by a Set of Counter Proposals Pre-
sented to Sir Henry Dobbs Few Months Ago,
Declares Royal Writer.

The importance of these proposi-
tions happly was not overlooked by

government made new
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I should like to cite one more ex-
ample as & most convincing proof
that I have acted against English
influence in Afghanistan. Toward
the end of January, 1921, the min-
ister of foreign affairs In Afghani-
stan sald that If I wished he would

English misaion, The minister
wished me directly teo
@ir Hemry Debbe poitical pedwt

show him that my
stay In Afghanistan had not ‘been
detrimental but had been probably
profitable.

I mocepted this proposition and I
had an interview of about three
hours with Sir Dobbs In the Cha-
teau Ichil-Soutoun. About two
weeks later Sir Henry Dobbs seid
he would llke to visit me ‘personally
at home, and that is how the sec-
ond iInterview took place.

But that was our last Interviaw.
because the English government se-
ve reproached its ambassador
for it and even ordered him to cut
off all relations with me. Twenty
or twenty-five days after this inter
view the English government, in &
note by Bir R. Horne, commenced
attacks on me, but in a letter sent

he did not share the opinion of the

English government. His létter fol-
lows:

colleagues and myself for the
future.
(Bigned) “H. DOBBS.”
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